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With the immediate aim of reinforcing the productive and receptive control of 
ordinary spoken language, experiments were undertaken using two methods of 
teaching French to university students with some knowledge of the written language. 
The first of the two groups involved in the experiment completed a 240-hour course 
consisting primarily of dialog repetition. The 200-hour course attended by the second 
group included, in addition to the dialog repetition, much partially programed 
morpho-syntactic pattern drill in the language laboratory. Programing considerations 
were the phonetic features (particularly of the Sandhi phenomena) that are the main 
sources of error in decoding spoken French. The series of tests administered at the 
beginning and end of the courses indicated that both groups had achieved the same 
degree of improvement. However, the fact that the second group had accomplished 
the improved level with 40 fewer hours showed that dialog repetition, used in 
conjunction with pattern drills, was the more effective method. (JH) 
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SEMI-PROGRAMMATION et CONTROLE 
PSYCHO-PEDAGOGIQUE 



M. Wajskop-Hianne et A. Renkin 

Two methods of teaching French to university students with some knowledge of 
the written language were tested. The immediate aim was to reinforce productive 
and receptive control of the ordinary spoken language. 

The students were divided into two groups. Group I completed a course 
of 240 hours: most of the work done in the language laboratory consisted 
of dialogue repetition. The course attended by group II consisted of only 
200 hours but included much morpho-syntactic pattern drill in the language 
laboratory in addition to dialogue repetition. Pattern drills were partially pro- 
grammed and were graded according to difficulty. Programming took due account 
of phonetic features, particularly of Sandhi phenomena, such as liaisons, 
enchaineniaits, dropping of mute e. these being a main source of error in decoding 
spoken French. 

The performance of both groups was ascertained by the same series of tests at 
the beginning and end of the courses. Both groups had improved by almost the 
same extent, notwithstanding that group II’s course was 40 hours shorter than 
group Vs. The test showed, therefore, that dialogue repetition used in conjunction 
with pattern drills yields better results than when employed alone. 
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Der Artikel beschreibt einen Unterrichtsversuch, bei dem an zwei Studenten- 
gruppen, die bereits liber eine gewisse Kenntnis des geschriebenen Franzosisch 
verffigen, zwei unterschiedliche Methoden zur Vervollkommnung ihrer Franzo- 
sischkenntnisse ausprobiert werden. Lernziel ist eine moglichst weitgehende Kom- 
munikationsfahigkeit im Medium des gesprochenen Franzosisch. 

Gruppe I absolviert einen Kursus von 240 Stunden. Der grofite Teil der 
Sprachlaboriibungen bestand aus Dialogen zum Nachsprechen. Der Kursus der 
Gruppe II umfafit nur 200 Stunden. Dabei werden neben Dialogwiederliolungen 
vor allem morpho-syntaktische Strukturmusteriib ungen (pattern drills) im Sprach- 
labor durchgefuhrt. Diese Ubungen sind zum Teil programmiert, so dafi das 
Erlernen morph o-syntaktischer Strukturen nach Schwierigkeitsgraden gestaffelt vor 
sich geht. Bei dieser Teilprogrammierung wird auch in angemessener Weise 
phonetischen Erscheinungen Rechnung getragen, insbesondere den Sandhi-Phiino- 
menen (Bindung, Verschleifung, Ausfall des stummen -e, etc.), die sich beim 
Entschliisseln gesprochener Satze als Hauptfehlerquellen erwiesen haben. 

Die Kenntnisse der beiden Testgruppen wurden zu Beginn und am Ende des 
Kurses mit derselben Testserie iiberpruft. Dabei ergab sich, daS der Leistungs- 
zuwachs bei beiden Gruppen nahezu gleich grofi war, obwohl die Kursusdauer 
der Gruppe II um 40 Stunden geringer war als die der Gruppe I. Daraus ist err 
sichtlich, dafi das Wiederholen von Dialogen allein nicht zum optimalen Lern- 
erfolg fuhrt, sondern durch Strukturmusteriib ungen erganzt werden mufi. 
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